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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

January 29, 1886 


Sir, 


I regret to be obliged to Report, that in spite of protests against two heavy bars of Silver 
deposited, they still continue to send them to the Mint for Deposit. Such, for example, are Recent 
Boston and Colorado bars (in our list Nos. 667-691) and Platt bars (our list 455-474) weighing 
each over 15 @ 1700 oz. Such weights endanger, and sometimes break, our Crucibles, risking 
the loss of metal in the fire, which we might not be able to determine accurately, beside the loss 
of time and crucible. 


I respectfully suggest, that the Mint give notice to such Depositors, that after a certain 
time, we will abstract from the return of value of such deposits; the cost of the Crucibles ruined, 
and the extra time occupied in recovering the waste or loss or any other device which will 
prevent the recurrence of such waste of material, loss of time, &c. 


Very respectfully, 
Jas. C. Booth 
Melter & Refiner 


Hon. D.M. Fox 
Superintendent 


